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ask us to renounce the world, to exhort us to avoid its experiences,
is to ask us to jump out of our skin. Asceticism and indifference to
the values of the world cannot enable us to realize the underlying
unity. The desire to be aloof from the world leads only to duality.
It is only love, which is active unification, that can make us
realize our aim in life. Thus there is an interesting blend, in
Tagore's thought, of the cult of bhakti with the Advaita. This is
not an absolutely new feature of Indian thought. The philosophy
of Vallabha, which has not received the due attention it rightly
deserves from contemporary Indian thinkers, is an Advaita with
bhakti. And Tagore's philosophy reminds us of Vallabha's. There
are of course some differences, to which we have already drawn
attention. But the general tendency is the same in both. Both
feel that, logically, the Advaita is irrefutable; and yet both refuse
to regard the world, which is a product of the Brahman, as unreal
and uninteresting. God is the ultimate principle of unity, and
love, even Vallabha would say, is the only form of experience in
which differences are transcended.
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Of all the contemporary philosophers of India, Professor Radha-
krishnan is the most widely known as a philosopher. Mahatma
Gandhi and Rabindranath Tagore are also known throughout the
world; but the former is known rather as a saint, moralist and
politician, and the latter more as a poet than as a philosopher.
Nay, we may even say that they are more widely known; because
Mahatma Gandhi is the leader of a people and Ms saintly utter-
ances have a wider appeal than the philosophical statements of
Radhakrishnan, and Tagore is the author of poems that can
interest every literate person. It is but natural that Professor
Radhakrishnan, as an academical philosopher, is less known to
the masses and less read by the literate. Yet the simplicity and
beauty of the style of his writings and the fluency and eloquence
of his speeches, which translate the audience into sublime spheres,
have earned for him a name unsurpassed .by that of any other
academical philosopher of modern India. There are few scholars
like him, who have grasped the spirit of the Eastern and Western
thought alike. In spite of the opinion of many both in the East
and the West that East is East and West is West and never the